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By the end of this session you will have 
worked on  

• Constructing and implementing effective 
search strategies

• Assessing the usefulness and relevance of 
the information obtained

• Reflecting on the information seeking 
process
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Health issues in the news

• Read the newspaper article ‘When doctor’s 
can’t be trusted’.

• Identify 3 issues raised in this article that 
require verification.
– Working in groups, work through the 

worksheet provided.  Please don’t exceed 
the times allotted to each task.
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Turning questions into strategies

• Identify key concepts/words
• Consider synonyms/alternate terms e.g. pvs or 

persistent vegetative state
• Use ‘or’ between terms to include either e.g. 

euthanasia or right to die
• Use ‘and’ to include all terms e.g. persistent 

vegetative state and treatment
• Use truncation - note that the symbol varies 

between search engines
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Where to search for scholarly information

• As discussed in the lecture, subject 
databases are a useful source of 
scholarly information.

• Monash University Library subscribes to 
a large number of subject databases –
these can be accessed from the library 
web site using your authcate.
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Accessing CINAHL (Cumulative Index to 
Nursing & Allied Health Literature)

• For this session only go to 
www.lib.monash.edu.au/.training
– Ovid databases

> Enter your authcate details
> Select CINAHL from the list of databases
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Additional search strategies

• Search the subject index for a more focused 
search (tick ‘map term to subject heading’)

• Use date limits to restrict search to recent 
articles

• Evaluate results and modify your search if 
necessary

• Subject headings in a record are links that 
can be used for additional searches
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Keep track of your search results

• Mark items that you may use

• Email, print or download these using ‘results 
manager’

• All the required information will then be 
available when you are citing and 
referencing.
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Questions?

• Do you have questions about finding 
information for research?

• Do you have questions about finding 
information for your essays?
– The remainder of this session is 

available for you to search for 
information for your essays and to get 
help as required.
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Reflection

• Spend a couple of minutes thinking about 
what you have done in this session -

• What have you learned?

• What do you need to explore further
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Any questions?

• Access library help 
– Come to the Information Desk
– Check the online tutorials
– Email queries
– Phone
– Online chat

• Check www.lib.monash.edu.au/help/
for more information


